Hemoplasmas are bacteria that infect erythrocytes, attaching to the red blood cell. There is a need for more reports of hemoplasma infection prevalence and molecular characterization among cats in Brazil since there are only few published reports. The present work aimed to detect and molecularly characterize the presence of hemotrophic mycoplasmas in domestic cats with outdoor access from São Luís, Maranhão, Brazil.
INTRODUCTION
The hemotropic mycoplasmas (hemoplasmas) are bacteria of small size and genomes, fastidious growth requirements, that lacks cell wall, and infect erythrocytes, attaching to the red blood cytoplasmic membrane (37). turicensis may result in a fall in erythrocytic parameters, but anaemia is not normally found unless concurrent disease is present (37). Common signs exhibited by acutely ill cats include pallor, lethargy, anorexia, weigh loss, depression, dehydration, and intermittent pyrexia (37).
Recently, M. haemofelis was detected using PCR in a human immunodeficiency virus-infected human from Brazil that was co-infected with B. henselae, suggesting that infection by M. haemofelis may be a zoonosis (9).
There are only few reports of hemoplasma infection prevalence among cats in Brazil (27, 33) . Besides, molecular characterization of hemoplasmas in domestic cats from Brazil has not been conducted yet, to our knowledge. The present work aimed to detect and molecularly characterize the presence of hemotrophic mycoplasmas in domestic cats from São Luís, 
